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Police officers face official investigation for Rotherham child abuse failings
THE conduct of 10 South Yorkshire police officers in the case of complaints about hundreds of
child sexual abuse victims in Rotherham will be
investigated by the The Independent Police
Complaints Commission (IPCC).
The police watchdog identified the officers
who are part of a group of 13, in a report by Professor Alexis Jay published in August.
It found that more than 1,400 children had
been subjected to abuse in Rotherham between
1997 and 2013 by gangs of mainly Asian men.

The other three officers were identified
through a separate internal review by South
Yorkshire Police.
The IPCC decided that two of the officers do
not justify an investigation at this stage, while
the status of the third remains under review.
Potential misconduct allegations identified
from the report included an officer allegedly arguing against the category of sexual abuse being
used because he thought that the child had been
100 per cent consensual in every incident; police

failing to intervene when a named suspect was
threatening a family and actively involved in encouraging the victim to engage in prostitution,
and failure to adequately investigate naked images of a young girl and possible evidence of
group offending.
The IPCC commissioner, Kathryn Stone, said:
“The amount of public concern across the country about this episode and the impact on confidence in the police means it is important that a
fully independent investigation is conducted to

establish how South Yorkshire Police dealt with
child sexual exploitation.
“I sincerely hope that victims and their families will see this investigation as a positive step
towards answering the many questions they
must have. I have met with South Yorkshire Police and am reassured by their commitment to
fully cooperate with the investigation.”
Anyone who believes they have information
which might assist the investigation can call 0300
020 0096 or email enquiries@ipcc.gsi.gov.uk
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British aid benefit
to Bangladesh

General enquiries: 020 7928 1234

BRITAIN will play a leading
role in helping to improve the
life chances for those who
live in Bangladesh, a senior
government minister said.
Addressing guests at the
British Bangladeshi Who’s
Who event at Alexandra Palace in north London last
Thursday (13), immigration
minister James Brokenshire
(above) said Britain could do
more to help Bangladesh, one
of the poorest countries in
the world, in its development.
Bangladesh currently receives around £250 million a
year from Britain’s £8 billion
annual aid budget.
“The UK is right at the
forefront of trying to address
the challenges of improving
the life chances for those who
live in Bangladesh,” he said.
The minister praised the
Bangladeshi community for
their contribution to society
and in the restaurant industry.
He said: “The UK has built
up a reputation for innovative
restaurants and catering in
recent years, and foreign chefs
have played a part in that.”
Brokenshire also reassured
businesses owners and students that Britain remains
open for business.
“In my capacity as immigration and security minister
I have a responsibility to continue to build an immigration system that works in the
national interest.
“Britain remains the destination of choice for thousands of Bangladeshi students every year. Our recent
reforms have ensured that we
maintain the reputation of
our world-leading UK universities and, working alongside
the Bangladeshi community
here, continue to protect students from exploitation.”
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CAMERON: NEW POWERS WILL KEEP BRITISH PUBLIC SAFE

DAVID CAMERON has outlined plans to
seize passports from British jihadists
and stop them returning from fighting
overseas, while proposing landing bans
on airlines that fail to comply with London’s no-fly lists.
Some 500 radicalised Britons are estimated to be fighting in Iraq and Syria.
Both countries are battling a major offensive from the Islamic State (IS) militant group.
“We will shortly be introducing our
own new counter-terrorism bill in the
UK,” Cameron said in a speech to Australia’s parliament in Canberra last Friday
(14), before travelling to the G20 leaders’
summit in Brisbane, adding that there
was “no opt-out from dealing with this”.
The bill will create “new powers for
police at ports to seize passports, to stop
suspects travelling and to stop British
nationals returning to the UK unless they
do so on our terms”.
There would also be “new rules to prevent airlines that don’t comply with our
no-fly lists or security screening measures from landing in the UK,” he said.
Reports said the legislation would
block individuals from returning from
Syria and Iraq to Britain for at least two
years unless they comply with strict

measures. These could include being escorted back to Britain and then facing
prosecution, bail-style reporting conditions and deradicalisation courses.
Border guards and airport police would
also be given new powers to seize passports from those they suspect of planning
to travel abroad for terrorism, reports said.
Australia is facing a similar situation as
Britain, with at least 73 of its nationals
having their passports cancelled to prevent them travelling to Iraq and Syria, as
concerns mount that they could return
home and commit violence.
The new measures could face legal
wrangles over fears of civil liberty contraventions, but Cameron said they were
necessary. “We listen carefully to what
the police and security services advise
us,” he said at a press conference.
“We think about the civil liberty implications, we think about the effect on
other countries, but at the end of the day,
I make the choices on what I believe is
necessary to keep the British public safe.
I think this new power is important in
that regard.”
Cameron added that as well as handling the extremist threat, the causes of
radicalisation must be dealt with.
“It’s not exclusion from the main-

stream. Of course we have more to do,
but we are both successful multicultural
democracies where opportunities abound,”
he told Australian lawmakers.
“And it’s not foreign policy. No, the root
cause of the challenge we face is the extremist narrative. So we must confront
this extremism in all its forms. We must
ban extremist preachers from our countries. We must root out extremism from
our schools, universities and prisons.
“As we do so, we must work with the
overwhelming majority of Muslims who
abhor the twisted narrative that has seduced some of our people.”
Cameron also acknowledged the growing problem of young Muslims being enticed by extremist material on Facebook,
Twitter and other social media.
Last month, the European Union, Facebook and Twitter agreed to work together to combat online extremism and
discussed steps to block gruesome beheading videos.
US-based internet firms have sometimes been uneasy about blocking extremist material, seeing themselves as
platforms rather than publications, and
worrying about the implications for free
speech, which is strongly protected under US law.

Shrien case hinges on judge hearing enough evidence to convict
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fatally weakened she can throw the case out to avoid
a miscarriage of justice. But the prosecution will
certainly fight back. They will remind the judge that
Dewani’s connection to the killers is no coincidence.
And that his story about paying them money for a
surprise helicopter trip for his wife is nonsense.”
Sidhu added: “Even if she sets Dewani free, Anni’s
family may not give up. They could bring a civil case
against him to sue him for her death, just as happened in the OJ Simpson case.”

Dewani paid a gay escort, called the German Master, for three sex sessions, involving drugs, physical
and verbal abuse and role play. He was allowed to
give only brief live testimony. And sexually-explicit
emails between Dewani and an unnamed older
lover were also ruled inadmissible by the judge.
According to South Africa’s Criminal Procedure Act,
an accused can be declared not guilty at the close of
the prosecution’s case if the court feels there is not
sufficient evidence to show he committed the crime.
Dewani’s lawyers are expected to file papers seeking the dismissal on Wednesday (19). The prosecu-

tion will then have until the end of Friday (21) to
challenge them, before the defence argues their case
next Monday (24).
Anni’s grieving family marked the fourth anniversary of her death last week with a visit to the township where she was found dead.
Dewani has maintained that he and his 28-yearold bride were hijacked at gunpoint as they drove
through Cape Town’s impoverished Gugulethu township in a taxi. He returned to Britain shortly after her
murder and fought extradition for three years before
being returned to South Africa in April.

